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February 1, 1999

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
NATIONAL CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY WEEK
CHARLESTON -- Cathy Kimball of Eastern Illinois University's Office of Safety
Programs urges families to spread the word and recognize Feb. 14-20 as National Child
Passenger Safety Week.
This year's theme, "Raising a Safer Community: Patterns for Life," extends beyond
the safety seat and seat belt to include good safety habits for young pedestrians and
bicyclists.
According to Kimball, "Motor vehicle injury is one of the leading killers of children
more than one year of age. Whether as occupants of motor vehicles, pedestrians, or
bicyclists, too many children are seriously injured or killed in preventable crashes."
"Parents can help establish these safe patterns of behavior by making sure children
age 12 and under always ride buckled up or in properly installed child safety seats in the
back seat," Kimball said. "And, rear-facing child seats should never be placed in the front
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seat of a motor vehicle equipped with passenger air bags."
"Not all injuries happen inside vehicles. Nearly one-third of all children between the
ages of five and nine years who are killed in motor vehicle crashes are pedestrians.
Almost one-fourth of the traffic fatalities were pedestrians under the age of 16," Kimball
said.
"Raising a Safer Community: Patterns for Life" advocates teaching of the rules for
safe walking and biking. Adults must teach children to look both ways, walk not run, use
crosswalks when crossing the street, and take extra care when exiting school buses.
For more information about Child Passenger Safety Week, contact Kimball at 217581-2019.
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